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We dedicate this book to our customers for their trust in us,
our suppliers for timely delivery of quality materials, our
founder for his vision and our staff for their commitment.
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John Keith Moore 1932 - 2017
The founder of Pickering Electronics




About our Founder

John Moore grew up in Halifax, West Yorkshire, in a two-up two-down
terrace house, with his five brothers, two sisters, his mother and father, and
grandparents. Growing up in this impoverished background gave John a very
strong passion and drive to succeed.

After John's 2 years’ national service in the Royal Air Force he had several
electrical engineering jobs in the 1950’s and early 1960’s, at companies
including Marconi Instruments, where he helped design their first ‘White
Noise’ tester, De Haviland Aircraft and Knowles Electronics. John had very
fond memories of his time at Knowles and always spoke of their “stunningly
successful” business model.

After landing a new job for a company called Astralux Dynamics in
Brightlingsea, John moved to Great Bentley, in Essex. Fortunately, this job did
not work out, so he started his own company in January 1968, and this is how
Pickering was established, which over the next 50 years grew to employ over
370 people worldwide.

Sadly, John Moore passed away in 2017, but Pickering’s 50 year history will
continue to be overseen by John’s son Keith Moore. “| have every intention to
continue the growth of the Pickering Group while keeping John’s original values
and employee-orientated behaviour”, said Keith.
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Where it all Started

— _T==—saer—en =T

Certificate of Incorporation

3 Dereby Certify wa

PICKERING ELECTRONICS LIMITED I

is this day incorporated under the Companies Act, 1948, and that the

Company is Limited.
Given under my hand at London this TwewTy=FouRTH oAy oF Auaust
Owe Tuousamwo Niwe Huworep amp Sixty Five.

d@t 1«’5‘3“”

Assistant Régistrar of Companies.

Pickering Electronics Ltd. Certificate of Incorporation.
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Pickering Electronics parking light.

Original Pickering Electronics
parking light box.




Why ‘Pickering’ Electronics?

While attending a 3-year management course at Brighton Polytechnic (now
Brighton University), John Moore became friends with a man called Peter
Pickering. John & Peter decided to set up a company together and at the
time, John was also working for a company called Knowles Electronics,

and thought that his employer may disapprove of moonlighting, hence the
name Pickering, and not ‘Moore’ Electronics Ltd. After John moved to Essex,
Peter was still on the company register as a Director for a few years, before
resigning due to not being involved in the company anymore.

John was happy to keep the company name ‘Pickering’, as if it had been
called Moore Electronics, it would be obvious to customers that it was a smalll
company when John visited them as the Technical Sales Representative. He
always tried to portray Pickering as a larger, well established company.
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The Birth of Pickering Reed Relays

ORDER

SOUND DIFFUSION (SALES) LTD.

DATUM WORKS
B DAVIGDOR ROAD

HOVE, SUBEX
BN

PIEASE ALKMNOW

For SOUND DIFFQSION (SALI
prigp

First sales order in 1968.




Pickering
Electronics first
manufacturing
facility, at 64
Barrack Street,
Colchester, is
now a fish and
chip shop.




64 Barrack Street in Colchester is where Pickering was first located in 1968.
This small shop was shared with Paul Jones (one of John’s colleagues from
when he worked for a firm called Astralux, in Brightlingsea, Essex). Paul had
some winding machines for winding small transformers which were used for
12 volt fluorescent fittings for caravans, as well as other things. Pickering
Electronics’ first manufacturing facility can be seen in the top left image, which
has been a chip shop from the late 1960s onwards. Keith, John’s son and
current owner of Pickering, visited the chip shop on what would have been
John’s 85th birthday, apparently the chips were pretty good (see bottom left
image).

Within 6 months Paul and John moved on to 50 Military Road, on the 2nd floor
of a 3-story building in Colchester. The building originally had a tin roof and
John once said this was arguably the most grotty place in Colchester.

Not long after John and Paul, Dermot Moriarty also set up in the same
building, manufacturing Current Transformers. John recalled Dermot to be a
very nice man, and a capable electrical engineer. DK Moriarty are still trading
today, located in Eastgates Industrial Estate, Colchester.
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48 and 50 Military Road, previous Pickering Electronics
manufacturing facilities.

Small unit in Brunel Road, Pickering Electronics’ first
Clacton-on-Sea factory.




Shortly after, the shop next door, 48 Military Road, became available. John
rented it, which was one of the biggest risks he had ever taken. At the time,
John had a mortgage that was 9 months overdue, a wife and 7-year-old son to
take care of.

John'’s risk paid off. Pickering ended up with four full time staff members, two
of whom were sisters Rosemary and Judy Allen. Rosemary would eventually
become John’s second wife, and the business steadily expanded at a fairly
modest rate.

Pickering stayed there until moving to Clacton in 1974.

In July 1973, John'’s first wife Alice, saw an advert about some small factory
units in Brunel Road, Clacton-on-Sea. Together they went to look at them and
decided to purchase one, which was completed in December 1973. This was
Pickering’s first Clacton-on-Sea factory, which had a mezzanine floor added,
more than doubling the production area. As the business continued to expand,
Pickering slowly increased in head count.
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A Major Supplier in the UK
Automatic Test Equipment Market

17

Special mercury wetted reed relays manufactured for early Marconi
Instruments and Membrain Automatic Test Equipment.
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Pickering Electronics building being built in 1979.

Pickering Electronics building when first opened in 1980.
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Pickering Quality Engineered Reed Relays For You

AsxusmnasmpLEa
Please contact us for a free sample and a full

. . catalogue. We can also help you with any
technical queries and special models.
Our Telephone number is 0255-28141
or Telex 987283.

Hnotofi data sheat for future

reference. Tnanumeonuwsalllhemmmwlw

slmoleswilmmmnsusmmodmlaﬁ

Should your require

ﬂeasewnwuweulasobemommmm
. . any technicai queries you mary have.

The new home of Pickering Reed Relays

IO EFING

We have just moved into our new factory. This will enable us to continue expanding in the
specialized area of reed relays. We produce a very wide range of catalogue items that switch
from microvolts to kilovolts and in addition we design and manufacture several hundred
models to customers specific requirements. Typical of these are reed relays for switching RF
signals up to a few hundred MHz and from low levels up to 50 watts.

If you have a switching application and you want to discuss it with experts, please give us a
ring and we will try to help you.

Pickering Electronics Limited

Stephenson Road, Clacton-on-Sea CO15 4NL England
Telephone: Clacton-on-Sea (0255) 28141  Telex: 987283

Mailer sent out when the new factory first opened.
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Pickering Series 105 Reed Relays.




Typical Pickering Construction using Former-less Coils and SoftCenter® technology

Unigue Pickering SoftCenter® Construction Conventional Bobbin Construction

Internal mu-metal o
magnetic screen i Very hard Coil winding

Former-less

operating coil
Seif supporting
coil to maximise
magnetic drive

Delicate glass/metal

Coil supporting bobbin,
reed switch seal. —___

Wastes Space and
Must be protected. reduces magnetic drive
¥ Instrumentation encapsulation Dinde Diode:
o material
- reed switch

Pickering Former-less Coil Construction
Diode Dispensing with the supporting babbin increases the coil winding room
by up to 50%, greatly impraving magnetic efhciency.
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Historical Timeline

Graham Dale and Klaas Jansma at Pickering Electronics’ head office in
Clacton-on-Sea.




‘ PICKERING
Mini-SIL Retay

]

Pickering Series 107 s 5 fj ricxEnING

Wini -5 Ralsy

Reed Relays.




Pickering Controls Ltd & the Birth of
Pickering Interfaces Ltd.

Pickering Interfaces Certificate of
Incorporation.

Pickering Interfaces’ first employees, Keith Moore, lan Johnston and Dave Howe in
front of the first Pickering switching system.

Page 24






IEEE- e

SYSTEM 10

sf== |EEE-488.2 PROGRAMMABLE SWITCHING SySTEM ==f=

A TR e = -
S ;| R .l[_ -

Pickering Interfaces first literature for the System
10 Switching System (designed using very early
desktop publishing software on an Apple Mac).

SYSTE#-«‘I 10 IEEE-4882 Programmable Switching System




Pickering Series 104
Reed Relay.

Pickering Series 109
Reed Relay.

Pickering Series 110
Reed Relay.




Gk

NATIONAL
ACCREDITATION
OF CERTIFICATION
BODIES

Bo Ohrwall, Director of Pickering
Interfaces A.B.




Pickering Series 117
Reed Relay.

Pickering Series 116
Reed Relay.




Johnson Liugiang, Owner of Tomtech
Mechantronics Co Ltd.
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Pickering Electronics s.r.o.




LEITIK

Leitik Co. Inc. logo.

@

|

Winningway Material
Development Ltd. logo.




Reed RelayMate

from Pickering Electronics

Edition 1

Pickering Electronics
Reed RelayMate book.




'VIGVE N

Vigven Tech Mark Pvt Ltd. logo.

=Rapid

helping you make it

Rapid Electronics logo.




Pickering Series 120 4mm?*™
Reed Relay.

A total of 528 Series 120 relays on
Pickering Interfaces ultra-high-density PXI
module illustrates the packing density of

these extremely small Reed Relays.
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Electronica, Munich, 1992: British exhibitors were visited by
Royal Highness, Prince Edward, The Duke of Kent.
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International Test
Conference (ITC), 1999: T '
One of Pickering's first LU T
American exhibitions. T aNER EAEE |

International Test
Conference (ITC),
2005

T

Nepcon, USA, 2005
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Pickering Engineered Products for Electronics PIC K E H I NG
REED RELAYS

[ .
ckenng
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REED RELAYS BY
PICKERING ELECTRONICS LTD

64 BARRACK STREET, COLCHEﬂﬁﬁ ESSEK ﬁNGLﬁNU
Tepn ot 7483 4100534 3B PICKERING — REED RELAY CHAMPIONS

_ PICKERING" *
REED RELAYS

@
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Pickering Efectronics




Pickering Quality Enginesred Reed Relays

New e
PICKERING .
Series
80,8588
and 89
Reed Relays I

REED RELAYS

The new
single-in-line,
SIL, ranges of
reed relays
from Pickering

e e ey

Pchirirg euaity oggoeseet rood raliys — itk s 1or 8 SAMOA

Pickering Quality Enginoered Reed Relays For You

Pickering User Friendly Reed Relays
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— — .
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The new home of Pickering Reed Relays

Pickering Reed Relays

Thos Teflomwinng i & low sems Iram the wide raeges of reed retays
o design and marutacure
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Klaas retiring from Pickering
before eventually
returning part time.







Special model data sheet, for Graham Dale,
written in John's hand-writing.
















Steve Oldfield with John Moore
celebrating 25 years at Pickering.




Annual donations
to Helena's Hospice
Tendring Centre has
allowed for a complete
refurbishment of a
dedicated space for
patient use, to run patient
groups within that space,

pay for further equipment
and the creation of an
additional counselling
room.




Birth Certificate . .
Gulde Dog puppy sponsored by PICker’Ing

PFickering Electronics sponsored
Rosie their first
guide dog in
June 2017
when Rosie,
a Golden
Retriever,
was born.

Rosie came to the factory for her first
visit in November 2017.




To produce a book of such detail and historical fact could not be accomplished
without the help of several people who have contributed information and
photographs. We would like to thank all those who have assisted us in the

compilation of content for this book - our founder, our directors and employees,
past and present; all who have shared their stories, quotes and personal

photographs. While we aimed to include the contributions from all our
employees and stakeholders, there will be fragments that have been left
out due to time restrictions.

COPYRIGHT (2018) PICKERING ELECTRONICS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored, transmitted, transcribed, translated
or stored in any form, electronic or by any other means without written permission

from Pickering Electronics.

While effort has been taken to ensure factual accuracy of the information in this publication,
Pickering Electronics accepts no responsibility and liability for any of the contents contained
in this publication.
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